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1 
The present invention relates to catapult de- 
vices, and more particularly to a sling shot 
adapted to be held in the hand for projecting 
missiles toward the desired target. 
An object of the present invention is fo provide 
a sling shot which can be used with relatively 
greater accuracy in aiming at a target. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 
sling shot having an aiming sight which does hot 
interfere with the projection of the pellet or mis- 
sfle at the target. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 
a sling shot possessing a sight that is in the flight 
path of the missile to be catapulted during aiming 
at the target, but which sight is automatically 
removed from such path upou release of the 
missile. 
Yet another object of the invention is to pro 
vide an improved manner of fastening the cata- 
pulting elastic banal or sling of a sling shot fo the 
forked body of the device, in ord.er to enhance 
the accuracy with which the device can be used, 
and to obtain a more reliable attachment of the 
hand to the body. 
This invention possesses many other advan- 
rages, and has other objects which may be ruade 
more clearly apparent from a consideration of a 
form in which it may be embodied. This form 
is shown in the drawings accompanying and 
forming part of the present speciflcation. It will 
now be described in detail, for the purpose of 
illustrating the general principles of the inven- 
tion; but it is to be understood that such detailed 
description is hot fo be tan, en in a limiting sense, 
since the scope of the invention is best defined 
by the appended claires. 
P«eferring fo the drawings: 
Figure 1 is an isometric view, wth parts brokm 
away, oï the sling shot device, with the parts in 
the relative POSition they occupy when sighting 
on an object; 
Fig. 2 is a section taken genera]ly along the 
line 2-- on Fig. 1, but with the sight in retracted 
position; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged section, similar to Fig. 
with the sight oï the device in elevated position; 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view oï a portion of the 
device; 
Fig. 5 is a front elevation oï a portion of the 
device. 
A catapult device is disclosed in the drawings 
in the form of a sling shot having the generally 
U-shaped or ïorked body 10, inc]uding a depend- 
ing handle Il and upwardly extending arms 
13 between which a substantial space  exists. 

2 
An elastic sling I is secured to the upper ends 
of the arms |2, |3. This sling includes side band 
portions 16,  ï ruade of a suitable elastic material, 
such as rubber, connected to a pouch  , that may 
5 be ruade of leather. The rearward end 9 of 
each elastic portion 6,  may be secured to the 
ends of the pouch  as by threading the end of 
the banal through slots 2{} in the pouch, and then 
tying the adjacent hand portions together by the 
10 afd of string or cord 2. The forward ends 
of each elastic hand le,  are received within 
parallel slots , 4 or , 26 cut into the upper 
ends of each arm , 3. Each slot is of slightly 
leser width than the thickness of the .side banal 
15 , |l when unrestrained. Upon stretching the 
hand, as the hand 6, its forward portion 22 may 
be slipped ino an outer slot, as 23, ifs direction 
being reversed around the stock of the arm for 
passage through the inner slot, as the slot 24. 
20 When the tension in the banal is released, the 
banal tends to assume ifs original hickness and 
binds itself within the slots 3, 24. The other 
elastic banal  is fastened in the slots 2, 2in 
the saine manner. 
2 Upon pulling on the pouch |8 to stretch the 
bands |6, , the band portions in the outer slots 
3,  may rhin in section. However, this pulling 
action is hot transmitted materially to the por- 
tions of he bands in the inner slots 24, 26, so 
0 that the latter remains locked therewithin. 
'A missile M may be placed in the pouch 
and the latter grasped between the thumb and 
forefinger of one hand in the usual manner, 
whfie the other hand holds he body {} of  the 
3 sling shot device. A pull is then taken on he 
pouch to elongate the sling . When a suffi- 
cient pull has been taken, the device may be 
aimed at the target or object and the pouch 
released, which catapults the missile M hrough 
40 the space |4 between the arms |2, I S toward the 
target. 
In ortier to increase the ahning accuracy of 
the device; the slots 23, 24 and 25, 2 in the arms 
converge toward one another ïorwardly of the 
5 device so as to place the rearward portions 
2 of the slots 23, .2 in the arms 12, 13 ïurther 
apart than the ïorward ends 23b, 2b of these 
slots. By increasing he distance between the 
rear portions 2a, 2a of the outer slots, the sides 
50  ,   of the .lastic sling, where they are attached 
to the body 0, a'e spaced apart by a greater 
distance. The greater the distance apart ,that 
the bands S, 7 are disposed at their point of 
tachment to the body member, the greater is the 
55 accuracy of the device This is accomplished by 
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inclining the slots 23, -§ with respect fo each 
other in a direction forwardly of the device. 
The inclination has a further advantage of caus- 
ing the elastic band portions 16, t to 'bond 
around the rearward edges of the slots 23, 2§ 
when the bands are tensioned, and thereby re- 
duces the tendencey of ,the bands to rhin in cross- 
section within the slots, during their streaching. 
An automatic sight is provided for insuring 
accurate aiming of ,the pellet Mat the target. 
Thii sight extends between the arms 12, |3 when 
aire is being taken, but automatically retracts 
from the space 4 upon release of the pellet or 
missile, to avoid interference with i flight .path. 
As shown in the drawings, the sighting device 
includes a sight rod 23 disposed centràlIy .of the 
forked body member 19. This sight rod is slidable 
through a tubular guide 29 secured to the upper 
end of a closure member or cover plate 3{} mount 
ed over a generally veïicaI central groove 3! 
extending dov¢nwardiy through the forked body 
and intO ifs handle portion I |. The cover plate 
is secred fo the body in any suitable manner, as 
through use of .screws 32, and closes the groove 
31« into which the sight rod 28 is retractible. 
Such retrac.ting action is caused by a retracting 
element 3, that nzay be in the form of an elastic 
hand, whose lower end is disposed around a suit- 
ablè anchor pin 34 attached to the handle 11 and 
extending lateral]y into the groove, the upper 
ed of the band 33 being mounted over the 
lower, linier loop or eye portion 35 of the sight 
rod. This eye  is movable vertically in a nar- 
row, inner grooved portion 3 in the body |l} 
opening ïnt the outer groove 3. 
The elastic retracting banal 33 ormally urges 
the :sight rot 28 t0 a downv¢ard position, wih its 
upper -end 28 substantiaI1F fully retracted from 
the SPace 4 between ,the rms |2, 13 of the 
device. The sight rod  is elevated as a result 
ofpulIing on the pouch I and elastic sling banals 
, |, whenever the device is to be aimedi Such 
elevaini movement is provided by an extensible 
cord $] passing over a rounded upper coner 35 
of the .flm_er groove, a forward end of the cord 3 
being tied to the eye portion 3 of the sight rod 
2. The extensible cord 3 bas an outer elastic 
portion 3 that may be corstituted by an elastic 
or rubber hand suitably tied fo it, ,he other end 
of the bend $ being attachedto the Iower central 
porion o the sling pouch $. 
It is apparent that the exertion of .a tensflé 
pull on the pouch IS "fo stretch the banals 1,  
tso moves the extensible cord 3 rearwardiy, and 
causes the latter to shift the sight rod 2 up- 
wardiY within tlxe groove 1 and its tubular 
guide -9. The sight rod can be elevated fo n 
extent Iimited by engagement of its eye portion 
3 with fioEe Iower end of the guicle 2. :ny 
further rearward pulling on the sling I and its 
pouch |3 merely elongates the elastic portion 3 
of the cord 3 and cannot IUrther raise ghe sight 
rod. The extent of CevatiÙn of the sightrod 28 
is such that iSs upper end Sa perfrably lies at 
substantially the saine etevation as the upper 
eids f he elastic bands ', I where they are 
sëcred fo the arms 12, 13. 
Upon taking a rearward pull on the sling I, 
an by sigh.ting on the target by the aid of the 
upper end 2a of the sight rod, assurance is had 
that the missile M, when released, wiI1 strike 
the ta-rget with reasonable accuracy. When the 
missile is relased, the pull on the elevating cord 
3 is atso discontinued, which allows the elastic 
reracting hand 3 ,to pull the sight rod - down- 

4 
wardly substantially entirely within the confines 
of the body 1{} of the device, or out of the flight 
path of the missile. The retracting hand 33 re- 
tracts the sight rod 28 from the space ! 4 between 
5 the arms 12, 13 belote the missile reaches this 
space, thereby avoiding interference with more- 
ment of the missile. 
To prevent entanglement oï the sight elevating 
cord 3 with the sight rod 28, a retaining element 
10 in the form of a staple '4} rnay be secured to the 
body 1} scross the cord 3 where it passes about 
the rounded corner 3. When the pouch 3 is 
released, the retainer 4{} prevents the cord jump- 
ing forwardly and over the sight rod 28. 
1.5 If is apparent :that a sling shot device bas been 
.provided that bas a sight useful in aiming the 
missile accurately at the desired target. The 
sight is autmaticalIy e]evated to a predetermined 
height upn stretching the catapulting bands 
20 or straps |6, , and the sight is automatically 
lowered or removed from the flight path of the 
missile when the pouch and bands are released 
to tire the missile at the target. Despite the 
elevation of the sight rod fo a predetermined 
25 point, there is stilI no interïerence with the 
ability of .the person to stretch the bands to the 
extent ho desires, inasmuch as the elastic portion 
39 of the elevating cord  merely stretches 'or 
yields fo a ïurther extent without effecting move- 
-0 ment of the sight rod. 
The inventor claires: 
t. In a sling shot: a bodY having a pair .of up- 
wardly extending arms; an elastic sling secured 
to said arms; a sighting device movably mounted 
35 n said body; means interconneCting said sling 
and sighting device and responsive fo stretching 
of said sling for shifting said device ïrom a non- 
sighting to a sighting position; and means con 
nected te said device for returning said deice 
« from a sighting fo a non-sighting position upm 
release of said sling. 
2. -In a sling shot: a. booEv having a pair of up 
wardly extending arms; an elastic sling secured 
to said arms; a sight rod slidably mounted on 
45 said body; elastic means engaging said rod to 
urge said rod toward a Iower retracted position; 
anal elasic means connecting said rod to said 
s]ing ïo levating said rod between said arms 
upon stretching o said sling. 
50 3. n a sling shot: a body having a pair of ut>- 
wardly extending arms; an elastic sling secured 
.to said arms and having a pòuch portion ïor 
holding ammunition; a sight rod slidably 
mounted on said body; elastic means engaging 
55 said ïol to urge said rodtoward a lower retracted 
position; and elastic means connecting said rod 
to said pouch portion for elevating said rod be- 
tween said arms upon movement of said p0uch 
pOrtiOn away from said aïms. 
60 4. In a sling shot: a body having a pair of up- 
wardiy extending arms; an ela.stic sling sécured 
to said arms; said body having a generally ver- 
tical groove therein; a sight rod in said groove; 
means in said groove slidab]y guiding said rocI Igr 
65 !inear movement; elastic means in said groow 
engaging said rod o tuge said rod towaïd a Iowcr 
retracted position; and elatic means c0nnecting 
said rod fo said sling for elevating said rod upon 
stretchingof said sling. 
70 5i In a sling shot: a body having a pair of up 
wardly extending arms; an elastic sling sec.m-ed 
to sa.id arms; said body having a generalIy ver- 
tical groove therein; a sight rod in said groove; 
means .in said groove slidably guiding said rod 
75 for Iinear movement; an elastic band secured fo 
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said rod and body fo urge said rod toward a lower 
retracted position; and an elastic cord connect- 
ing said rod to said s]ing for elevating said rod 
upon stretching of said sling. 
6. In a sling shot: a body having a pair of up- 
wardly extending arms; an elastic sling secured 
fo said arm; said body having a generly vertical 
groove therein; acover plate secured to said body 
fo close said groove; a guide in said groove se- 
cured to said cover plate; a sight rod slidable in 
said guide; an elastic hand in said groove secured 
to said rod and to said body to urge said rod 
toward a lower retracted position; and an elastic 
cord connecting said rod to said sling or elevat- 

6 
ing said rod between said arms upon stretching 
of said sling. 
WILLIS O. FERNSEL. 
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